
Curriculum 
Update 

òThe curriculum is vibrant. It 

captures pupilsõ interests and 

meets their needs well.ó 

 

òThe curriculum is a strength of 

the school. Leaders have 

deve loped a  s t imula t ing 

curriculum that meets pupilsõ 

needs and captures their 

interests.ó 
 

ôPupils enjoy the homework 

ôproject passportsõ and relish the 

opportunity to make and create 

things at home. This makes a 

good contribution to pupilsõ 

learning. There are many displays 

around the school of the many 

creative projects completed by 

pupils with their families.õ 

 

Mr Jones 

Vice Principal Year 1ñ3 & 

Director of Curriculum. 

 

 

Dear Parents and Carers, 

 
 

Welcome to the f irst 

Curriculum Newsletter of the 

2017/18 academic year. The 

children have been extremely 

busy during the Autumn term 

and I hope you enjoy reading 

about what they have doing! 

 

I would like to take this 

opportunity to share with you 

recent government updates on 

curriculum in the primary 

setting. There is a much 

stronger focus on the wider 

curriculum. High expectations 

for attainment and progress in 

English and Mathematics is a 

givenñbut there are now 

reviews into what is happening 

in other curriculum areas. 

 
What does this mean for 

WHA? We already have a 

creative approach to delivering 

our curriculum  - Project 

Based Learning and Project 

Passports. This approach 

encourages all curriculum 

subjects to be threaded 

throughout a particular topic 

that year group is covering. For 

example, if Year 4 are covering 

ôThe Rainforestõ then key skills 

in Geography and Science 
would be prominent but art 

and PSHE can also be used. 

T h i s  a p p r o a c h  r e a l l y 

encourages our teachers to 

think creatively when planning 

and our children get a well 

rounded learning experience 

when all lessons relate to a 

central topic. 

 

Our recent Ofsted inspection 

spoke highly of our curriculum 

at WHA and how it allows our 

children to expand their 

knowledge and skills through a 

variety of ways: 
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the winter and what clothes 

we need to wear. As part of 

our Show and Tell we brought 

in photos of us having 

celebrations with our families 

such as Christmas and 

birthdays. We also talked 

about which animals live in 

cold climates. We learnt more 

about this when we visited 
Norden Farm Theatre to see 

the story of an Eskimo named 

Miki.  
 

 

 

Miss Bemmer  

 
 

 

Reception  

 

Our topic for this half term 

was ôAll about Meõ. This gave 

us an opportunity to find out 

lots about our new friends, 

classmates and teachers. We 

looked in a mirror and painted 

what we look like. We talked 

about our families and drew 
our house with who lives 

there. We measured how tall 

we were when we started 

school and over the term we 

have had lots of practise at 

writing our names! We talked 

about what we want to be 

when we grow up and drew 

ourselves doing this job. At the 

end of September we 

celebrated Grandparents Day 

by inviting our grandparents in 

to play and learn with us. We 

have also been busy at home 

completing our first ôProject 

Passportsõ Please see below for 

some of the great projects we 

have produced.  

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

This half term we have been 

learning about different winter 

festivals such as Divali, 

Hannukah and Christmas. We 

also learnt about special days 

that happen in the winter such 

as Halloween, Bonfire Night 

and Remembrance Day. We 

have looked at what it is like in 

Nursery  

 

This half term we were 

learning about Space! We 

focused on the story 

ôWhatever Nextõ and acted the 

story in role play.  Each child 

used their emergent reading 

skills to look through the book, 

using illustrations to tell the 

story as they turned the pages. 

We learned about rockets and 

space, it would be very fun to be 

an astronaut! We made different 

space pictures and rockets using a 

variety of materials and colours. 

We have also been making some 

rockets and planets using 

different construction materials! 

Miss Edwards 



on ôThe Queen!ó Here is what some of 

our children thought: 

 

Dylanñ2Victoria 

òI learned lots of facts about the Queen. 

One of the fascinating facts was that the 

Queen received more than 120,000 

cards on her Diamond Jubilee!ó 

 

Dariañ2George 
òI enjoyed working with my Mum at 

home as she helped me draw a picture of 

the Queen.ó 

 

Zakaria and Roiñ2James 

òWe really enjoy the PBL lessons 

because we get to explore the topics 

more.ó 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Mrs Ghosh  
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Year 1  
Well, the Autumn term has been a very 

exciting and funñfilled one in Year 1! 
From the very start of the term we 

introduced the children to our painting 

ôChildrenõs Gamesõ by Pieter Bruegel, 

which then lead onto us learning and 

writing instructions for games. Then we 

went on a trip to Reading Museum 

where we got to find out all about life for 

children in the past, we dressed up in old 

clothes and played with some beautiful 

old toys. 

 

In the second part of the Autumn term, 

we found out all about the life of Vincent 

Van Gogh. We had a visit from his 

brother, Theo, and learnt about his 

gorgeous paintings. 

 

Emaan said, òHe made lovely sunflowers 

with beautiful colours.ó Jake said òHe 

painted a beautiful boat with water.ó òHe 

was very old and he painted all the time 

with thick paint. First his paintings were 

dark because he was sad.ó Emaan added, 

òHe painted black houses with dark 

colours  but then his pictures got bright 

because he felt good.ó 

 

 

Our project passports have been ever so 

much fun and so many children have felt 

very inspired. Ella even baked some 

delicious sunflower biscuits to share with 

her class! Lucky 1Potter! 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Mrs Irvine  

 

Year 2  

 
Year 2 have been working extremely hard 

in all areas of the curriculum. They have 

made a fantastic start to their Reading, 

Writing and Maths in preparation for the 

end of Key Stage One SATs  and are 

impressing us with their positive attitudes 

towards learning. 

 

We have really enjoyed our topics this 

term, especially the work we have done  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Safa created a beautiful rainforest using a 

shoe box, pipe cleaners and different 

coloured paper: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Hmed used his Art skills to create a map 

of Brazil and the most famous rainforest 

of allñThe Amazon. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Mr Hay  

Year 3  
We have been blown away by all the 

fantastic projects the children have 
created this term. The children have 

thoroughly enjoyed learning about how 

Britain developed during the Stone Age 

period. The Year 3 team cannot wait for 

more exciting and imaginative Project 

Passports next term! 

 

Sanviñ3Jurrassic Coast 

òI decided to make a model of 

Stonehenge for my Project Passport. I 

had some wood in my garden so I 

decided to cut them into a few pieces 

and use it for my project. It took me a 

whole evening with some help from my 

dad to help make my model. My favourite 

bit of doing it is when I had to cut holes 

in the cardboard to put the wooden 

pieces in. I really enjoyed learning about 

the Stone Age topic this term!ó 

 

Miss Mann 

 

 

 

 

 

Year 4  
It has been an action packed, fun filled first 

term in Year 4! At the start of the term, 
we introduced our first topic  - The 

Egyptians. We learnt about the life of an 

ancient Egyptian, began writing in 

hieroglyphics and discussed the multitude 

of gods that were worshipped! 

 

The second part of the Autumn term was 

all about The Rainforest. We have looked 

in detail at the countries where the 

rainforests are, the plants that grow there 

and the animals that inhabit them. We 

were also extremely fortunate to go on a 

trip to the Living Rainforest in Thatcham 

which really did bring what we had been 

learning to life!  

 

Kevin created a fantastic Ancient 

Egyptians project on the River Nile using 

pictures and lots of research: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Roksana and Vanessa created their own 

pyramids made out of glue and sand: 



Year 6  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

Cheryla Mayorñ6Farrah 

òFor my Project Passport, I have built a 

dungeon and created a factfile about our 

topic. When I built my dungeon, I used a 

cardboard box and painted it black. I also 

used red paint and splattered it for effect 

because I found out people often died in 

the dungeons! My factfile contains 

information about Saxon, Tudor and 

modern day law. 

 

Miss Marzolini  
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Year 5  
This term Year 5 have been working very 

hard to complete their wonderful Project 
Passports on our Exploring Eastern 

Europe topic. The children have been 

very intrigued about the different 

countries and have been very eager to 

research! We have had a great range of 

completed work, from flag posters to 

map drawing to informative leaflets. Here 

are a few examples of the amazing work 

they have completed this term. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Alicia from 5Sheeran explained, òI made a leaflet 

about Bulgariañit was a country I found 

interesting and I wanted to learn more facts. I 

researched Bulgarian food and places to visit.ó 

Nooran from 5Goulding made a persuasive 

poster, òI have lots of friends who are from Poland 

so I decided to research Poland and persuade 

people to visit too. I researched Polish food, places 

to stay and even used some catchy alliteration for 

my title -Picturesque Poland!ó 

Miss Hocking  

In Year five the children have been 

developing the essential musical skill of 

working out how to play melodies by 

ear. They learnt a song called ôCats and 

Miceõ and then worked out how to play 

the phrases from its melody. They then 

transferred this onto instruments and 

worked collaboratively to practise their 

parts. 

 

The Year six children have all learnt a 

complex piece of West African 

drumming called ôKukuõ and have been 

sharing their learning with the Year one 

children. Watch out for videos coming 

soon to the WHA website! Also the 

KS2 Choir have been extremely busy 

with performances! 

 

 

 

 

 

Mr Robinson  

Music 
 

Year one have been getting very creative 
with the djembe drums and exploring the 

different sounds they make. They used 

their imagination to create sounds on the 

drums that emulate the rain, frost, ice 

and snow. 

 

 

 

Year two have been focusing on beat, 

tempo and rhythm. They have been 

identifying differences between them and 

playing a range of instruments. Twenty 

Year two children have also performed 

at a local church for Slough Music 

Serviceõs singing festival! 

 

In Year three the children have been 

learning how to read, play and compose 

rhythms using notation. They have learnt 

their crotchets and quavers and been 

composing their own rhythms to play 

along with a song called Mr Noah. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Year four children have also been 

learning how to read and write notres in 

the treble clef which will form the basis of 

lots of their future learning at WHA. In 

the Year four musical collective, we have 

been playing some exciting rock music 

brought in by Thomas on the guitar! 

 


